A Life of Serviee

God Works Through Me. -- God Makes Me Perfect in Every Good Work

“‘Now the God of peace Who brought again from the dead our lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting eovenant, make you perfeet in every good work to do His
will, working in you that whieh is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to Whom be g¢lory for
ever and ever.” Heb. 13:20, 21

The religion of Jesus Christ means something more than talk. The righteousness of Christ consists
in right actions and good works from pure, unselfish motives.... Christ came to do His Father's will. Are
we following in His steps? All who have named the name of Christ should be constantly seeking for a
more intimate acquaintance with Him, that they may walk even as He walked, and do the works of
Christ...

It is the work we do, or do not do, that tells with tremendous power upon our lives and destinies.
God requires us to improve every opportunity for usefulness that is offered us. Neglect in doing this is
perilous to our spiritual growth. We have a great work to do.

The duties that the Lord places in our way we are to perform, not as a cold, dreary exercise, but
as a service of love. Bring into your work your highest powers and sympathies, and you will find that
Christ is in it. His presence will make the work light, and your heart will be filled with joy. You will
work in harmony with God, and in loyalty and love and fidelity. We are to be sincere, earnest Christians,
doing faithfully the work placed in our hands.

Every one who kindles his taper from the divine altar holds his lamp firmly. He does not use
common fire upon his censer, but the holy fire, kept burning by the power of God day and night. Those
who walk in the footsteps of Jesus, who will surrender their lives to His guidance and to His service, have
the golden oil in their vessels with their lamps. They will never be placed in a position for which God has
not made provision. The lamp of life is always trimmed by the very hand that lit it.

Be Zealous of Good Works

‘Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all ipiquity, apd purify unto Himself a peeuliar
people, zealous of ¢ood works.”  Titus 2:14

Christ's followers have been redeemed for service. Our Lord teaches that the true object of life is
ministry. Christ Himself was a worker, and to all His followers He gives the law of service -- service to
God and to their fellow men. Here Christ has presented to the world a higher conception of life than they
had ever known. By living to minister for others man is brought into connection with Christ. The law of
service becomes the connecting link which binds us to God and to our fellow men

To His servants Christ commits “His goods’ -- something to be put to use for Him. He gives ‘to
every man his work.” Each has his place in the eternal plan of Heaven. Each is to work in cooperation
with Christ for the salvation of souls. Not more surely is the place prepared for us in the heavenly
mansions than is the special place designated on earth where we are to work for God. . .

And those who would be workers together with God must strive for perfection of every organ of
the body and quality of the mind. True education is the preparation of the physical, mental, and moral
powers for the performance of every duty; it is the training of body, mind, and soul for divine service. . .

Of every Christian the Lord requires growth in efficiency and capability in every line. Christ has
paid us our wages, even His own blood and suffering, to secure our willing service. He came to our world
to give us an example of how we should work and what spirit we should bring into our labor. He desires
us to show how we can best advance His work and glorify His name in the world, crowning with honor,



with the greatest love and devotion, the Father Who ‘so loved the world, that He gave His oply begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’

Work Diligently for God

‘Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, apd pot upto me.”  Colossians 3:23

There is a great work to be done in our world. Men and women are to be converted, not by the gift
of tongues nor by the working of miracles, but by the preaching of Christ crucified. Why delay the
effort to make the world better? Why wait for some wonderful thing to be done, some costly apparatus
to be provided? ... Into all that we do, whether our work be in the shop, on the farm, or in the office,
we are to bring the endeavor to save souls.

This life is full of gracious opportunities, which you can improve in the exercise of your God-
given abilities to bless others, and in so doing bless yourself, without considering self in the matter.
Trivial circumstances oftentimes prove a decided blessing to the one who acts from principle and has
formed the habit of doing right because it is right. Seek for a perfect character, and let all you do, whether
seen and appreciated by human eyes or not, be done with an eye single to God's glory, because you
belong to God and He has redeemed you at the price of His own life. Be faithful in the least as well as in
the greatest; learn to speak the truth, to act all times the truth. Let the heart be fully submitted to God. If
controlled by His grace, you will do little deeds of kindness, take up the duties lying next to you, and
bring all the sunshine into your life and character that it is possible to bring, scattering the gifts of love
and blessing along the pathway of life. Your works will be far-reaching as eternity. Your lifework
will be seen in heaven, and there it will live, through ceaseless ages, because it is found precious in the
sight of God.

Remember that what is worth doing at all, is worth doing well.

Let Your Light Shine

‘Ye are the light of the world.... [et your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father Who is ip heaven.”  Matthew 5:14-16

If you walk in the light, you can every one be light bearers to the world. Do not seek to
accomplish some great work and neglect the little opportunities close at hand. We can do very much by
exemplifying the truth in our daily life. The influence which we may thus exert cannot be easily
withstood. Men may combat and defy our logic; they may resist our appeals; but a life of holy purpose,
of disinterested love in their behalf, is an argument in favor of the truth that they cannot gainsay. Far
more can be accomplished by humble, devoted, virtuous lives than can be affected by preaching when a
godly example is lacking. You can labor to build up the church, to encourage your brethren, and to make
the social meetings interesting; and you can let your prayers go out, like sharp sickles, with the laborers
into the harvest field. Each should have a personal interest, a burden of soul, to watch and pray for
the success of the work.

You can also in meekness call the attention of others to the precious truths of God's Word. Young
men... may never be able to present the truth from the desk, but they could go from house to house and
point the people to ‘the Lamb of God that taketh away the sip of the world.” The dust and rubbish of error
have buried the precious jewels of truth; but the Lord's workers can uncover these treasures, so that many
will look upon them with delight and awe.

There is a great variety of work, adapted to different minds and varied capabilities. In the day of
God not one will be excused for being shut up to his own selfish interests. And it is by working for
others that you will keep your own souls alive.... Earnest, unselfish effort will garner sheaves for
Jesus.... The Lord is a mighty helper.



Abound in Love at Home and Abroad

‘Now God Himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direet our way upto you. And the Lord
make you to inerease and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward
you.” 1 Thessalonians 3:11, 12

Missionary work is to be done in the home. Here those who have received Christ are to show
what grace has done for them. A divine influence controls the true believer in Christ, and this influence
makes itself felt throughout the home and is favorable for the perfection of the characters of all in the
home.

The faithful performance of home duties has an influence upon those not in the home. Our
spiritual progress in the home is carried into our missionary work abroad. In the father's house is to be
given the evidence of a fitness to work for the church. With earnest, humble hearts the members of the
family are to seek to know that Christ is abiding in the heart. Then they can go forth fully armed and
equipped for service. . . .

The effort to make the home what it should be -- a symbol of the home in heaven -- prepares us for
work in a larger sphere. The education received by showing a tender regard for each other enables us to
know how to reach hearts that need to be taught the principles of true religion. The church needs all the
cultivated spiritual force which can be obtained, that all, and especially the younger members of the
Lord's family, may be carefully guarded. The truth lived at home makes itself felt in disinterested labor
abroad. He who lives Christianity in the home will be a bright and shining light everywhere.

The more closely the members of the family are united in their work in the home, the more
uplifting and helpful will be the influence that father and mother and sons and daughters will exert outside
the home.

A Little Maid Witnesses for God

‘Now Naaman, eaptain of the host of the King of Syria, was a ¢great man with his master . . . : he was also
a mighty map in valour, but he was a leper. And the Syriapns had gone out by eompanies, and had brought
away eaptive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. And she said unto
her mistress, Would God my lord were with the prophet that is inp Samaria! for he would reeover him of
his leprosy.” 2 Kings 5:1-3

A slave, far from her home, this little maid was nevertheless one of God's witnesses,
unconsciously fulfilling the purpose for which God had chosen Israel as His people. As she ministered in
that heathen home, her sympathies were aroused in behalf of her master; and, remembering the wonderful
miracles of healing wrought through Elisha, she said to her mistress, ‘U ould God my lord were with the
prophet that is ip Samarial for he would reeover him of his leprosy.” She knew that the power of Heaven
was with Elisha, and she believed that by this power Naaman could be healed.

The conduct of the captive maid, the way that she bore herself in that heathen home, is a strong
witness to the power of early home training. There is no higher trust than that committed to fathers and
mothers in the care and training of their children. . . .

We know not in what line our children may be called to serve. They may spend their lives within
the circle of the home; they may engage in life's common vocations, or go as teachers of the gospel to
heathen lands; but all are alike called to be missionaries for God, ministers of mercy to the world. . . .

The parents of that Hebrew maid, as they taught her of God, did not know the destiny that would
be hers. But they were faithful to their trust; and in the home of the captain of the Syrian host, their child
bore witness to the God whom she had learned to honor.
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God Supplies the Resources

‘His diseiples eame to Him, saying, . . . Send the multitude away, that they may ¢o into the villages,
and buy themselves vietuals. But Jesus said upto them, . . . Give ye them to eat. And they say unto Him,
We have here but five loaves, and two fishes. He said, Bring them hither to me. . . . And looKing up to
heaven, He blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to His disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. . . .
And they took up of fragments that remained twelve baskets full.”  Matthew 14:15-20

In this parable is wrapped up a deep, spiritual lesson for God's workers. . .. In full reliance upon
God, Jesus took the small store of loaves; and although there was but a small supply for His own family
of disciples, He did not invite them to eat, but began to distribute to them, bidding them serve the people.
The food multiplied in His hands; and the hands of the disciples, reaching out to Christ, Himself the
Bread of Life, were never empty. The little store was sufficient for all. After the wants of the people had
been supplied, the fragments were gathered up, and Christ and His disciples ate of the precious, Heaven-
supplied food.

The disciples were the channel of communication between Christ and the people. This
should be a great encouragement to His disciples today. Christ is the great Center, the Source of all
strength. His disciples are to receive their supplies from Him. . . . As we continue to impart, we shall
continue to receive; and the more we impart, the more we shall receive. . . .

Mark that pool which receives the showers of heaven but has no outlet. It is a blessing to no one,
but in stagnant selfishness poisons the air around. Now look at the stream flowing from the mountainside,
refreshing the thirsty land through which it passes. What blessing it brings! One would think that in
giving so liberally it would exhaust its resources. But not so. It is a part of God's great plan that the
stream that gives shall never lack; and day by day and year by year it flows on its way, ever receiving and
ever giving.

Restore the Old Paths

‘And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations
of many g¢enerations; and thou shalt be ealled, The repairer of the breaeh, The restorer of paths to dwell
in.’ Isaiah 58:12

The work specified in these words is the work God requires His people to do. It is a work of
God's own appointment. With the work of advocating the commandments of God and repairing the
breach that has been made in the law of God, we are to mingle compassion for suffering humanity. We
are to show supreme love to God; we are to exalt His memorial, which has been trodden down by unholy
feet; and with this, we are to manifest mercy, benevolence, and the tenderest pity for the fallen race. “Thou
shalt love thy peighbour as thyself.” As a people we must take hold of this work. Love revealed for
suffering humanity gives significance and power to the truth.

The evangelization of the world is the work that God has given to those who go forth in His name.
They are to be co-laborers with Christ, revealing to those ready to perish His tender, pitying love. God
calls for thousands to work for Him, not by preaching to those who know the truth, going over and
over the same ground, but by warning those who have never heard the last message of mercy.
Work, with a heart filled with an earnest longing for souls. Do medical missionary work. Thus you will
gain access to the hearts of the people. The way will be prepared for more decided proclamation of the
truth. You will find that relieving their physical suffering gives you opportunity to minister to their
spiritual needs.

The Lord will give you success in this work; for the gospel is the power of God unto salvation
when it is interwoven with the practical life, when it is lived and practiced. The union of Christ-like work
for the body and Christ-like work for the soul is the true interpretation of the gospel.
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Directions:

X/

% Print page 1 - 4 back to back on 241b white paper.

s Print page 5 or 6 ona4.25" x 9.5" envelope (depending on the type of
printer you have, page 5 if envelope loads on the right side of the printer, or
page 6 if printer loads envelope in the center)

% Fold appeal in 3 even sections (Z-fold -- title out on top section)

s Place 1 appeal in each envelope.



